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THE NARROW RIDGE © puruam nic 


For some men there can be no security in life apart fronr being sur- 
rounded by the broad expanse of a country in which all landmarks are 
clear and the journey is along a well-worn path. Day after day they 
must be able to look up at any moment and know exactly where they 
are.... There is a strange comfort in the assurance of the commonplace 
and familiar. Everything is in its place and all things are arranged in 
a neat pattern of stability. The one great fear is the fear of change, 
the one great dread is the dread of strangeness. ... § (Martin) Buber 
says that life for him is at its very best when he is living on what he 
calls “the narrow ridge.” It is a way of life that generates zest for each 
day’s round because it is lived with anticipation. . . . Each day’s length 
is rimmed round with a margin of the joy of the unexpected, the antici- 
pation of the new and the significant. It is to give to living a whiff of 
ammonia. The accent, the bias, of such a life is on the side of the mar- 
gin, the overtone, rather than a mere acceptance of the commonplace 
and the ordinary. If such is one’s prevailing attitude, then even the 
commonplace becomes infused with the kind of vitality that gives it a 
new meaning. This is not merely a matter of temperament or special 
gift. Such a possibility lies within reach of every man. It stems out of a 
conviction about the meaning of life as a whole, a faith that affirms that 
Life can be trusted to fulfill itself in the big Moment and the ordinary 
event, that what a man demands of life must never be more than what 
he is willing to believe about life. In each of us there is a “Cascade 
Eagle,” a bird that is higher when soaring in the gorge than the highest 
soarer above the plains—because the gorge is in the mountains. To give 
this eagle wings is the call to every man.—Howarp THURMAN in The 
Inward Journey, Meditations on the Spiritual Quest, just published by 
Harper & Bros., New York. 











Letters to the Editors 





Suggestions for Pastor Are Welcomed 





Direct Approach 


I just received the August 21 copy of 
THe OUTLOOK, and a very good one it is. 
Thanks to you and the other contributors 
for the refreshing fact that all matters 
related to our faith (even what could 
be called remote) are given attention. 

Re: Minister’s Foibles and Critics: I 
take opportunity to write while this is 
on my mind. First, contrary to many 
suggestions along this theme I doubt 
that the minister’s wife is the proper 
persons to “tell” him of those which 
seem to bother others. In my own ex- 
perience I have found it necessary, in 
almost every instance of criticism, to ask 
one or more questions to clarify what 
is meant. Further, communication of 
concerns held by members of the con- 
gregation should seldom, if ever, be 
through the minister’s wife. Concerns 
involving the minister should be brought 
directly to and dealt with by him. Sec- 
ond, the fellowship of the Session is 
where these matters should receive at- 
tention. Some matters should be dealt 
with in private, especially where per- 
sonal feelings have been or are likely to 
be hurt. I am grateful for a Session in 
which all of us have profited by such 
discussions. Third, it seems only appro- 
priate to suggest that mannerisms, poor 
grammar, repetition of phrases and the 
multitude of other personal things sub- 
ject to criticism cannot be changed im- 
mediately. To change habits requires 
conscious effort and time. And fourth, 
lest it be assumed without question, it 
should be understood that considerations 
of this nature should involve a two-way 
conversation, at least on occasion. 

All men and women know they are not 
perfect, unless the complete absence of 
criticism should provide some with an 
excuse to conclude otherwise. I, per- 
sonally, welcome the opportunity to dis- 
cuss such matters in all honesty. My wife 
makes her observations, and occasionally 
shares them with me. I would hope the 
observations of others would be shared 
also, directly with me. 

RONALD K. WALTHALL. 

P.S. If re-prints of “No Hired Be- 
liever” (KJF) are available, please send 
me 100 copies. 
ec: Clerk of Session 
Bridgeton, Mo. 


More Counsel 


Can’t resist getting into the advice-to- 
ministers fray (OvuTLooK, Aug. 21). 

1. Let no man despise your youth. My 
ministry has been severely crippled by 
well-meaning older people who felt that 
I would know better when I matured as 
well as by flatterers who gave indiscrim- 
inate praise. The church needs the voice 
of young ministers who have not sud- 
denly become old men by virtue of a cer- 
tain weighty sense of their calling. 

2. Be as controversial as you possibly 
can. The notion that one should neither 
criticize others nor be criticized by oth- 
ers is the most dangerous notion in the 
church and society I know of. The old 
saw that any fool can criticize and most 
fools do had better play second place to 
the foolishness of preaching and being 
a fool for Christ. If not, look out free- 
dom! 


3. Stand firm in your convictions until 
fully convinced you are wrong and de- 
mand that your fellow-elders fully per- 
suade you. Allow them the same priv- 
ilege. 


4. There is no peace and purity in the 
church apart from prophecy. Not only 
was the “old time religion” not good 
enough for Paul and Silas, they were in 
jail, in the first place, for daring to come 
up with a new one. If your gospel is 
not new every Sunday morning, the 
chances are you are not preaching it at 
all. 

WILLIAM B. ABport. 
Norfolk, Va. 


Handclasp 


Since writing about the minister’s 
ankle showing in the pulpit (Aug. 21), I 
had a pleasant young supply minister 
grasp my hand too warmly. Please give 
this bit of advice: 

Please express your friendliness by 
your words, tone of voice aud facial ex- 
pression—not by the vigor of your hand- 
shake. Many, many people have arthritis. 
A sudden movement of their arms, or 
firm grasp, can cause great pain. Even 
hands wearing rings, when firmly 
clasped, hurt. 

Mrs, OLD JOINTS. 


Bay Area Students 


Because the trial and acquittal of Rob- 
ert Meisenbach were so _ inadequately 
covered by the press outside the San 
Francisco Bay Area, we are especially 
pleased to announce to your readers two 
comprehensive items on the subject now 
available from our organization. The first 
is a reprint of my article in the June 
issue of the Californian magazine, “The 
Meisenbach Case,” in which I attempt to 
interpret the trial and its significance 
to the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities’ mendacious film, ‘Operation 
Abolition,” with which I am sure your 
readers are familiar. The second item 
consists of twenty-five pages of reprints 
of the extensive coverage given the trial 
by San Francisco’s three major news- 
papers. 

We invite your readers to send to the 
Bay Area Student Committee for the 
Abolition of the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, 1732 Francisco St., 
Berkeley 3, Calif. for copies of these two 
pamphlets. The Californian article and 
the newspaper reprints are available to- 
gether for one dollar, including postage. 

The acquittal of Robert Meisenbach, 
the last of the students arrested during 
the hearings of the House Committee in 
San Francisco in 1960 to face adjudica- 
tion, is of immense importance. If prop- 
erly publicized, it should sound the death 
knell to “Operative Abolition” and help 
to point up the committee’s typical dis- 
regard for the truth. We hope it will 
also, in the long run, hasten the day 
when the House of Representatives sees 
fit to abolish this committee, and thereby 
to acknowledge that it has no place in 
a democratic society. 

IrRvING HALL. 
Berkeley, Calif. 


PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR | 


And Related Events 





NOTE—U. S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); UPUSA to the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC, to 
the National Council of Churches; WCC, to 
the World Council of Churches. 


SEPTEMBER, 1961 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U.S.), Rise Up, 0 
Men of God, by William P. Merri 
(1911). Festal Song. Hymnbook 359, 

September Emphasis (U.S.), Christian 
Teaching. 

Sept. 10, Lord’s Day Observance (U.S.), 

Sept. 17, Citizenship Day (Constitution 
Day). 

Sept. 24, Rally Day (U. S.); Christian Ba. 
ucation Sunday (UPUSA). 

Sept. 24-Oct. 1, Christian Education Week, 
NCC. 

Sept. 24-Nov. 26, Presbyterian, U. S., series 
of the Protestant (radio) Hour, weekly, 


OCTOBER, 1961 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.), Praise Our 
Father for This Sunday, T. C. Chou, 
1931, P’u T’o. Hymnbook 75. 

Oct. 1, Worldwide Communion Sunday. 

Oct. 1-31, Protestant Press Month, 

Oct. 1-Nov. 19, Stewardship and Every 
Member Canvass Season (U.S.). 

Oct. 1, Annual meeting, NCC Committee 
on Religion and Public Education, Cin- 
cinnati. 

Oct. 4, National Day of Prayer. 

Oct. 8, Laymen’s Sunday (NCC). 

Oct. 8-15, Presbyterian Survey 
(U.S.). 

Oct. 9-12, Triennial Natl. Assembly, United 
Church Women, Miami Beach, Fla. 

Oct. 12-15, Churchmen’s Week, NCC. 

Oct. 15, Centennial Sunday (U.S.). 

Oct. 15, Laymen’s Sunday, NCC. 

Oct. 22, World Order Sunday, NCC. 

Oct. 23-27, 2nd Natl. Conf. on Churches 
and Social Welfare, NCC, Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Oct. 24, United Nations Day. 

Oct. 29, Reformation Sunday. 

Oct. 31, Reformation Day. 


Week 





FIRST ITEM OF BUSINESS 


Our churches have a common origin 
and a common purpose. If there has 
been a rift between brothers, then rec- 
onciliation must be the first item of 
business. We are not just acquaint- 
ances; we are in the truest sense broth- 
ers; brothers in Christ and historically, 
too. We were one church once. We 
were one. We were not two groups. 
: Over issues still not altogether 
clear, these brothers separated. Have 
we made this item of reconciliation the 
first item of business? I confess that 
we have neglected this first item. It is 
to my personal shame that this is true. 
Personally, I want to continue in this 
neglect no longer. Let us put in our 
hearts and in our dockets the matter of 
reconciliation. 

—An Orthodox Presbyterian pastor in a 
fraternal appeal to the Evangelical (for- 


merly Bible, Covenant, St. Louis group) 
Presbyterian General Synod. 
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| News ROUND-uP_| Unity Appeal Dominant 
In Ann Arbor Assembly 





e METHODIST LEADERS, in their tenth 
World Methodist Conference in Oslo, 
Norway, considered a proposal to form 
oe World Methodist Church, thereby 
creating the largest unified Protestant 
church in the world. There are 40 Meth- 
dist churches with a membership of 
20,000,000 in 76 countries. . . . e Con- 
VERSATIONS are continuing in regard to 
the possible merger of the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church and the Meth- 
odist Church. . . . e THE ESTABLISH- 
ment of Buddhism as the state religion 
of Burma was assured when the Cham- 
ber of Nationalities, the nation’s upper 
legislative house, endorsed the govern- 
ment bill by a vote of 100-15. ...e 
RELIGIOUS GROUPS in India are divided 
in their opinions over the merits of the 
government directive issued to 11 of the 
country’s 14 states, to inaugurate speedy 
and effective programs of liquor prohi- 
bition which has the total support of Is- 
lam... . @ THe AMERICAN AsSOCIA- 
TION OF WOMEN MINISTERS condemned 
nuclear warfare and demanded the “ut- 
ter abandonment of any further nuclear 
tests” in a resolution adopted at the 
group’s annual meeting. . . . e A GEN- 
EFRAL BASIS of agreement has been reached 
on unity talks between the Presbyterian 
Church and the Congregational Union 
of Ireland. . . . e PROTESTANT mission 
hospitals in the Congo are suffering from 
a serious lack of doctors while they are 
being swamped with patients. . .. e 
MartIN NIEMOELLER, severely injured 
in an automobile accident in Denmark 
recently when his wife was killed in the 
same accident, has recovered sufficiently 
to leave the hospital, but will require a 
long period of convalescence. ... @ THE 
Wortp Counct, oF CHuRCHEs has is- 
sued an urgent appeal for food, medical 
supplies, doctors and funds to accelerate 
relief work among Angolan and other 
refugees in the Congo. . . . e SOUTHERN 
Baptists have lost the opportunity to 
take the initiative in solving racial prob- 
lems and can now play only a mediating 
tole, according to Jimmy Allen, director 
of the Texas Baptist Christian Life 
Commission. Baptists, he said, must take 
4 more active role in government and 
Politics from the precinct level up... . 
¢ THe NortH Caroiina Yearly Meet- 
ing of Friends has unanimously reaf- 
firmed its 1956 stand, agreeing to sup- 
port trustees of Guilford College, a 


ANN Arpor, MicH. (RNS) — More 
than 2,000 Protestant, Anglican and 
Eastern Orthodox young people, gathered 
here from the U.S., Canada and abroad 
for the First North American Ecumenical 
Youth Assembly, heard one of their lead- 
ers make a strong plea for prayers and 
greater efforts for Christian unity. 

Jerry Fenton, 23-year-old Baptist from 
Arlington, Va., told the delegates from 
40 different church youth groups that al- 
though “‘we are probably the most broad- 
ly representative gathering of Christian 
youth ever convened, outside the present 
circle are our brothers of the Roman 
Catholic faith and of the Evangelical 
Protestant groups whom we sometimes 
try to dismiss as ‘sects.’ ” 

Therefore, he said, although during 
the eight-day meeting the youths would 
“witness to one another across a wide 
variety of theological viewpoints, we dare 
not think we represent the whole, or even 
the most important part of Christendom.” 

He then called on the youths to take 
upon themselves the “agonizing work 
and prayer which may someday make it 


AUSTRALIA BAPTIST 
PROTESTS WCC ACTION 


MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA (RNS)—J. 
Arthur Lewis has announced his resig- 
nation as pastor of the leading Baptist 
church here in protest against the refusal 
by a major Australian Baptist group to 
join the World Council of Churches. 

Mr. Lewis, minister of the Collins 
Street Baptist Church and one of Aus- 
tralia’s most outstanding Baptist preach- 
ers, denounced what he referred to as 
“sectarianism going mad.” 

“Many Australian Baptists are narrow 
as a razor blade,” he charged. “They 
think they are the only ones on their 
way to heaven.” 

Mr. Lewis was apparently referring to 
the action of the Baptist Union of New 
South Wales which voted against affiliat- 
ing with the World Council and the 
Australian Council of Churches at its 
April meeting in Sydney. 

This marked the second time the Bap- 
tists of New South Wales had rejected 
affiliation with the WCC. 


Quaker institution, if they decide to ad- 
mit qualified Negro students. 








possible for us to come together with these 
brothers without embarrassment or sur- 
render of what each holds dear.” 

Sponsoring the conference were the 
World Council of Churches, National 
Council of Churches in the USA, Cana- 
dian Council of Churches and World 
Council of Christian Education and Sun- 
day School Association. Theme of the 
assembly was “Entrusted with the Mes- 
sage of Reconciliation.” 


Orthodox Spokesman 


A Greek Orthodox archbishop, a Ca- 
nadian Protestant theologian and a Bur- 
mese Baptist layman sharply criticized 
disunity among the churches in their 
addresses. 

They told more than 2,000 Protestant, 
Anglican and Orthodox youths that dis- 
unity was weakening the churches’ fight 
against atheistic communism, was caus- 
ing them to lose the respect of the world 
and was making a “mockery of recon- 
ciliation.”’ 

The speakers were Archbishop Iakovos 
of New York, head of the Greek Ortho- 
dox Archdiocese of North and South 
America; George Johnston, a United 
Church of Canada minister and dean of 
the United Theological College, Mon- 
treal; and U Kyaw Than of Rangoon, 
associate general secretary of the East 
Asia Christian Conference. 

Describing the ecumenical movement 
as a “bulwark against both religious and 
moral indifference,” Archbishop Iakovos 
warned, “Victory for spiritual and moral 
values can be won only by dedicated 
Christians who are able to join hands 
and re-group forces into combat lines 
against the enemies grouped under the 
total domination and direction of the 
dark forces of communistic atheism.” 

Dr. Johnston declared that the history 
of division in the Christian Church is a 


Church’s Radio Station 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNs) — The 
Market Square Presbyterian Church of 
Harrisburg, Pa., has applied to the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission for a 
construction permit for a new FM broad- 
casting station to operate in that city on 
Channel 235 with a power of 1,670 
watts. 











“diabolical record.” He said Christians 
“are badly divided and in some cases 
they do not even recognize each other 
and practice apartheid (racial segrega- 
tion.)” 

Noting that the assembly’s theme was 
“Entrusted with the Message of Recon- 
ciliation,” he said that in reconciliation 
the “united church is the mediator be- 
tween Christians and the world.” 

“The church is trying to bring justice 
for people and has to enter the political 
life of a nation to do so,” he said. “When 
Christians are together the government 
listens. When they act together the world 
respects them.” 


From a Burmese Baptist 


Mr. Than said that Christians who 
“cannot break bread together, (or) drink 
the cup of fellowship renew the 
scars of Christ’s body and tear asunder 
his image.” 

Observing that Christianity transcends 
any particular way of life or culture, the 
Burmese leader said: 


“I don’t suppose my Christian obe- 
dience implies I have to discard my cul- 
ture and learn the music of Bach to 
praise God, or appeal to you for funds 
to build places of worship with Gothic 
architectural patterns to practice Chris- 
tianity. 

“The gospel judges and questions every 
culture, whether it is European or Asian, 
African or American. It can also re- 
generate and renew any culture.” 


He urged delegates to leave the assem- 
bly with a new commitment to a disci- 
pline of personal prayer and study of 
God’s word, to work for reconciliation in 
“our daily lives, our societies, and our 
churches.” 

Archbishop Iakovos, a president of the 
World Council of Churches, emphasized 
that the objective of the Christian unity 
movement is not a “super-union or super- 
church structure.” 

Its purpose, he said, is to give church- 
es “new ideals, not orders or recom- 
mendations; new wider and clear per- 
spective, not blurred or tailor-made spec- 
tacles which leave out of perspective the 
true vision of the true church.” 

The prelate said that he is “grieved” 
by the distortion of the ecumenical move- 
ment by “certain reactionary men of the 
cloth who shamelessly spread suspicion 
and fear and brand the World Council 
a Protestant Vatican and the ecumenical 
movement as a fellow-traveler organiza- 
tion thirsty for power regardless of its 
source.” 

He asserted the WCC “would be the 
last in the world to demand that those 
in the ecumenical movement relinquish 
their own beliefs,” and said he differed 
from those church-merger proponents 
who shout “unite, form one church, a 
larger congregation.” 

“T aim to be different,” he said. He 
urged churches alike in tradition and 
confession to go together in witness but 


4 


not in trying to become entirely alike. 

“Independence and democracy in 
church and administration should in no 
way hinder our common witness, mission 
and faith,” the Orthodox leader added. 

He called on the youths to “make up 
the vanguard of Christ’s combat forces,” 
and to “remain faithful to your particu- 
lar traditions and confessions and try 
to derive more faith and greater ecu- 
menical consciousness, for I believe that 
traditions and confessions are bridges 
and not walls of anti-ecumenical isola- 
tionism.” 


Blake Proposal Considered 


Eugene Carson Blake of Philadelphia, 
stated clerk of the United Presbyterian, 
USA, General Assembly, told delegates 
that they have a role to play in the gen- 
eral movement towards Christian unity. 

“Young people must study and come 
to know the difficulties involved in such 
a move, and push their leaders to get 
to the heart of the matter,” he said. 

“The church is not a club but a mis- 
sion, to make known the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to the world,” Dr. Blake declared. 
“We are beginning to see that the di- 
vided state of the Christian Church is 
blocking its mission.” 

Dr. Blake made these observations 
during a discussion of his proposal for 
a four-way church merger as a major 
first step toward a more inclusive Chris- 
tian union. Participating with him in the 
discussion was Dean John B. Coburn 
of the Episcopal Theological School, 
Cambridge, Mass., who raised questions 
about problems inherent in the union 
plan. 


Episcopal Point of View 


In the discussion, Dr. Coburn pointed 
out that as far as the Episcopal Church 
is concerned there will be serious ques- 
tions raised about the uniting of the min- 
istries of the merging denominations, the 
use of non-liturgical forms of worship 
with particular reference to the signifi- 
cance of Holy Communion, and the place 
of confessions of faith in the proposed 
church. 

On the question of the ministry, Dr. 
Blake replied he did not view this as an 
insurmountable problem. “It is possible 
to ordain a ministry which can be rec- 
ognized by everybody,” he said. “The 
views we hold of the ministry now are 
based on early traditions and are not 
specifically Biblical.” 

In matters of liturgy and worship, Dr. 
Blake said, “variety will be essential in 
the new church. If liturgical scholars 
would study the communion services of 
the four churches they would find many 
areas of agreement. I am convinced they 
could produce a service, not identical 
with any single one but acceptable to 
all.” 

The stated clerk said creedal affirma- 
tions in the proposed church would be 


decided on a Biblical basis and the 
confessions of faith which have come 
out of the Reformation tradition can be 
viewed as teaching instruments. 

Dr. Coburn stressed that the “spirit 
with which we approach this (union) 
proposal is most important. We must 
stay open to ways of strengthening the 
church. It may take a long time, but 
time is God’s time, so it can come about.” 

Dr. Blake concluded by noting that 
since he made the merger proposal he 
has learned that not only clergymen, but 
also the average church member and peo- 
ple outside the church “feel something 
must be done about our disunity.” 


A Layman’s Appeal 

An Episcopal layman told the young 
Christians that the “disunity of the 
churches today has almost utterly im- 
mobilized both the service of the churches 
to Christ and the mission of the church 
in the world.” 

Speaking to the closing session of the 
Assembly, William Stringfellow of New 
York said that Christian unity “must be 
sought and will only be found in the 
world.” 

“The secret of unity is that the World 
of God is present already in the ordinary, 
transient, everyday, besetting, profane, 
heroic, wretched, baffling, frivolous af- 
fairs of men in the world,” he said. 

Mr. Stringfellow is an attorney whose 
law practice in the East Harlem section 
of New York is devoted mainly to help- 
ing the impoverished residents of that 
district. 

He warned that American Protestants 
“have a lot of confessing to do.” 

“For more than a century and a half 
Protestantism nurtured a notion of au- 
tonomous and personal religiosity which 
incubated the stifling ethos in America in 
which Christians find themselves today,” 
Mr. Stringfellow said. 

“The American idea of religion,” he 
continued, “is openly hostile to the Bib- 
lical description of the church as the 
Body of Christ, living in the midst of the 
world on behalf of the world.” 

Mr. Stringfellow described the assem- 
bly as a place where the real differences 
among American Protestants were con- 
fronted. But, he said, the Assembly also 
reflected another aspect of American re- 
ligious life. “The gospel is treated here 
with as much embarrassment and caution 
as it is in most local congregations.” he 
charged. 





DON’T MISS 

—Dr. Thompson’s discussion this 
week (pp. 13-14). Among other things 
he deals with journals, radio pro 
grams, etc., that charge honored 
churchmen with Communistic sympa- 
thies and the like. He concludes: 

“A man who spread baseless and 
spiteful charges against the leaders of 
the church is doing evil. John says, 
‘He who does good is of God; he who 
does evil has not seen God.’” 
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AS THE EXECUTIVES SEE IT 


THE MATURE CHURCHMAN 


By PEYTON 


O ATTEMPT to maintain the status 

quo in education is both hazardous 
and impossible. A realization of this is 
playing its part in producing the adult 
education phenomenon of our times. The 
mature churchman also is becoming 
aware of the need 
to bring the re- 
sources of the 
Christian faith in- 
to vital play in 
meeting the prob- 
lms of our space- 
oriented world. 

Southwestern at 
Memphis, which 
has played a crea- 
tive role in the na- 
tinal development of general adult edu- 
cation, is now applying its fifteen-year- 
old experience to the education of church- 
men. With the conviction that adults 
must be adults in church relationships 
as well as in secular living, approaches 
have been devised to bring into play 
mature capabilities for learning and for 
discovering the relevance of the Chris- 
tian religion for the vital issues of daily 
life. 

Following experimentation first on the 
campus, currently in local churches, pro- 
grams are in operation of which the fol- 
lowing is an example. In order to make 
use of a disciplined discussion technique, 
each member of a group of individuals 
reads an assigned contemporary docu- 
ment or volume and a related Bible 
slection in preparation for a weekly 
meeting. During the progress of the dis- 
cussion of the whole assignment a con- 
temporary situation is faced in the 
Christian perspective set forth in the Bible 
passage. This has the effect of establish- 
ing through the learning experience the 
relevance of the Bible for our day. To 
put it more exactly and existentially, it 
serves to awaken the participant to the 
fact of God’s presence on the scene of 
daily behavior and action with the con- 
sequent sense of obligation to do his 
bidding. 

This discussion-participation type of 
study is a valuable method for training 
in various areas of churchmanship, for 
emphasizing the duties of church officers, 
for leadership training in depth, for ex- 
ploring what Presbyterians believe and 
why, for understanding stewardship, for 
determining a long-range plan of devel- 
opment for the church and for planning 
a year-by-year program of Christian serv- 
ice for a local congregation. By its very 
nature, this face-to-face exchange of 
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thought in a joint learning and planning 
activity has unique value in promoting 
a sense of fellowship and a common 
enlistment in Christian service. This 
method has a long record of achievement 
in the liberal and fine arts. Southwestern 
believes it can have an equal impact on 
the church. 


Catholicity Talks Will 
Continue, Says Alliance 


LEIDEN, HoLLaNnpD (RNS)—The World 
Presbyterian Alliance’s executive commit- 
tee here authorized continuation and ex- 
tension of the Alliance’s study of “cath- 
olicity’—from the standpoint of Prot- 
estant churches of the Reformed and 
Presbyterian traditions — to facilitate 
church unions. 

Answers which Presbyterian and Re- 
formed bodies give to the question of 
catholicity will have much to do with 
the nature of Christian unity. The study 
is aimed at assisting member churches 
of the Alliance in negotiations looking 
toward eventual mergers. 

Lewis S. Mudge of Geneva, secretary 
of the WPA’s theology department, ex- 
plained: “It is our object that the church 
shall be united. We are hoping to pub- 
lish some results of the study next year.” 

The meaning of catholicity was dis- 
cussed last year by the WPA’s European 
Theological Commission in Zurich, Swit- 
zerland. Theologians sought to define the 
basic theological questions which Presby- 
terian and Reformed Christians face 
when, while still remaining separate from 
other Churches, they acknowledge the 
universality of the church of Jesus Christ. 

The Alliance’s committee also declared 
that Presbyterian and Reformed confes- 
sions of faith “should always be subor- 
dinate to the Bible.” 

“We insist,” Dr. Mudge pointed out in 
this connection, “that the confessions of 
faith be considered in their historical 
context and the framework of the period 
in which they were drawn up. The var- 
ious churches should not merely look 
towards their own confessions of faith.” 


Congregational Cooperation 


Continued cooperation between the 
WPA and the International Congrega- 
tional Council was approved by the com- 
mittee. 

This should be done “at the top level,” 
Marcel Pradervand of Geneva, WPA 
general secretary, said, in view of the fact 
that “Congregational and Reformed 
churches the world over are entering into 
cooperation.” 

The ICC includes 16 Congregationalist 


bodies in 16 countries, with a number 
of associated churches in other nations. 

In other actions the committee fixed 
Aug. 3-13, 1964, as the dates of the 
WPA’s 19th General Council to be held 
in Frankfurt, West Germany. The theme 
will be, “Come, Creator Spirit.” 

The 11-day session will be attended 
by leading representatives of the nearly 
90 Presbyterian and Reformed bodies in 
more than 50 countries affiliated with the 
Alliance, which has headquarters in 
Geneva. 

Next year’s executive committee meet- 
ing will be held in West Africa. 


Visser ‘t Hooft Says 
Forms Are Provisional 


Os_o, Norway (RNS)—The general 
secretary of the World Council of Church- 
es declared here that church bodies 
should think of themselves as provisional 
rather than as permanent institutions. 

In his speech to the ecumenical serv- 
ice of the Tenth World Methodist Con- 
ference, W. A. Visser ’t Hooft said that 
such denominational founders as Martin 
Luther, John Calvin, and John Wesley 
thought of their church formations as 
provisional and not as the final embodi- 
ment of the Christian Church. 

“None of our confessional alliances 
ought to be more confessional than Lu- 
ther or Calvin or Wesley,” Dr. Visser 
’t Hooft said. 

Discussing the ecumenical movement 
Dr. Visser *t Hooft warned against ex- 
aggerating what is happening in the re- 
lationship between the Roman Catholic 
Church and other churches. 

“There is no likelihood at all of the 
development of any scheme of reunion 
in the foreseeable future,” he said. 


Real Conversation 


The WCC official said, however, that 
there is “now a possibility of real con- 
versation” between Roman and _ non- 
Roman churches. “We must seize that 
possibility in order to remove false mis- 
understandings between us,”’ he said. 

In the ecumenical movement every- 
thing depends on the motives of the par- 
ticipating denominations, Dr. Visser ’t 
Hooft said. 

Under “positive motives,” he listed 
appreciation of the denominational heri- 
tage and a desire to share that heritage 
with other churches. ‘Negative motives,” 
he said, include the desire to escape con- 
tact with other church groups by draw- 
ing into a denominational shell and the 
desire to gain status and influence by 
playing church power politics. 

One of the most difficult problems fac- 
ing the ecumenical movement, he ob- 
served, is that of “bringing together 
churches on both sides of the political 
curtains.” 

He declared that the ecumenical move- 








ment is “under orders” to bring in the 
Christians of Eastern Europe and Rus- 
sia and, in addition, respect “those 
Christians who have given us a remark- 
able example of patient endurance in 
the faith.” 


Need Is Cited 


In an earlier speech to the conference, 
Eugene L. Smith, general secretary of 
the Methodist Church’s Division of 
World Missions, New York, said the 
church needs to find more places in its 
mission program to use trained laymen 
who are “eager to enter the service of 
the church.” He also pointed to the fact 
that 41,000 or the 42,250 Protestant 
foreign missionaries are Caucasian. 

“The development of an adequately 
international and interracial missionary 
force is one of the imperatives confront- 
ing us,” he said. 


Episcopal Editor Holds 
To ‘Apostolic Succession’ 


MILWAUKEE, Wis. (RNS)—The Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church would be “in 
conscience bound” to keep out of any 
church merger if it means that the de- 
nomination must give up its basic belief 
in the apostolic succession, The Living 
Church magazine said here. 

In an editorial the unofficial Episcopal 
newsweekly said, however, that it saw 
nothing in the Blake proposal for a mer- 
ger of four major Protestant denomina- 
tions “which suggests that the re-united 
church would dispense” with the doc- 
trine of the apostolic succession or the 
ordination of clergy by bishops conse- 
crated in a direct line from the Apostles. 

This was a reference to the plan ad- 
vanced by Eugene Carson Blake, stated 
clerk of the United Presbyterian Church, 
USA, for merger of his denomination 
and three others as a major step toward 
a more inclusive Christian union. The 
other three are the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, the Methodist Church and 
United Church of Christ. 

He presented in broad terms an outline 
of how a combined church “truly cath- 
olic, truly reformed and truly evangeli- 
cal’’ could be formed. The plan is based 
on the scheme resulting in the Church 
of South India in 1947. This body was 
formed by Anglican, Methodist, Presby- 
terian, Congregational and Reformed 
groups. 


“No Union” 

The Living Church said if Dr. Blake’s 
proposal meant giving up the apostolic 
succession, “There is no question that the 
Episcopal Church and the Lambeth Con- 
ference would dispense with the united 
church.” 

Referring to the South India union, 
the publication said: “The ambiguous 
position of the India Church with respect 
to Anglicanism is due almost completely 
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to the fact that the South India Church 
continues to include ministries which are 
not in the apostolic succession.” 

The magazine cited a statement by 
Henry P. Van Dusen, president of Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, in 
which the Presbyterian minister indicated 
that disunity within the Episcopal Church 
over the apostolic succession is a threat 
to church union and specifically to Dr. 
Blake’s proposal. 

Dr. Van Dusen had said that some 
opponents of the four-way merger main- 
tain that “to unify episcopal and non- 
episcopal ministries would violate the 
Anglican dogma of apostolic succession.” 
Episcopal Differences 

Such statements, he said, “presuppose 
a view of apostolic succession which 
large numbers of Episcopal bishops and 
clergy do not hold and thus reveal where 
the really significant division lies—not 
between the Episcopal and other Protes- 
tant bodies but within the Episcopal 
Church itself.” 

Why the Episcopal Church insists on 
the apostolic succession “may be a mys- 
tery,” The Living Church said, but added 
that “any truly catholic church would do 
the same.” It pointed out that the word 
“catholic” was being used “in the sense 
of an identifiable stream of faith and 
life and doctrine and discipline and wor- 
ship, which is not at present equally 
shared by all Christians.” 

“There are, of course, differences with- 
in the Episcopal Church itself—such dif- 
ferences as are certain to occur when a 
church tries to be truly catholic, truly 
reformed and truly evangelical,” the 
newsweekly stated. 

“If Dr. Van Dusen thinks that the only 
resolution of such differences is to defeat 
those who—whether a majority or a mi- 
nority—hold the catholic position, then 
it seems to us that he has already given 
up the attempt to carry out the proposal 
of his own church’s General Assembly 
(which has invited the Episcopal Church 
to join in asking the other two denom- 
inations to explore the four-way union). 

“He (Dr. Van Dusen) wants the Epis- 
copal Church to get rid of its catholicism 
in order to enter into a truly evangelical 
and truly reformed union.” 

To this, the magazine concluded, the 
Episcopal Church must say “No,” and 
the “sooner it makes its mind known 
about this, the better.” 


Anglo-Catholic Response 


New York (RNS)—The American 
Church Union, Anglo-Catholic wing 
within the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
also took issue with Dr. Van Dusen’s 
statement (see above). 

By criticizing Episcopalians who op- 
pose church mergers with communions 
not following the “apostolic succession,” 
the Union said, the Presbyterian minis- 
ter and theologian ‘“‘attacked members of 
the Episcopal Church who adhere to the 
Faith and Order of their Prayer Book.” 

“You overlook the fact that the apos- 


tolic succession (ordination of clergy by 
bishops) is not the private opinion of g 
few peculiar priests and laymen in the 
Episcopal Church,” declared the ACU, 
“but has been the constant teaching of 
that church and of the Mother Church of 
England.” 

In an “open letter” to Dr. Van Dusen, 
the Union said: “It is quite understand. 
able that you, as a liberal Presbyterian, 
would prefer to strike out the faith jp 
the apostolic succession that the Epis- 
copal Church’s Book of Common Prayer 
“enshrines,” but “to attack loyal priests 
and laymen for taking seriously the his. 
toric faith of their Church—and inci- 
dentally of three-fourths of Christendom 
—is another matter. . . 

“We regret your attack on another 
Christian body and your attempt to tell 
it how to run its own affairs.” 

The letter was signed by 23 clergy and 
lay participants in the American Church 
Union’s annual Margaret Hall Seminar 
at Versailles, Ky. 


EXPLANATION—Several articles appearing 
in this issue, scheduled earlier, have been 
subjected to regrettable delays because of our 
summertime publishing schedule.—Editors, 








Mackay Assesses Relations 
Between U. S. and Cuba 


New York (rNs)—A Protestant lead- 
er and lifelong student of Latin America 
has criticized U. S. concepts of revolution 
and freedom which he said have raised 
basic theological as well as political ques- 
tions in this nation’s dealings with Cuba. 

Writing in the July 15 issue of Pres- 
byterian Life, John A. Mackay said his 
article was an attempt “to provide a per- 
spective in which Cuba, its ruler, Castro, 
and Cuban-American relations can be 
understood and pondered.” 

Dr. Mackay, who served as president 
of Princeton Theological Seminary for 
20 years, said the revolt of 1959 in Cuba 
marked the second social revolution in 
Latin American history and was not in- 
spired by communism any more than the 
first such upheaval which began in Mex- 
ico in 1910 and continued through the 
Thirties. 

However, he added, ‘“‘subsequent reac- 
tions to it, especially in the United States, 
that stemmed largely from a misunder- 
standing of its true nature, and its deep 
rootage in the soul of the masses, have 
made the Cuban revolution more depend- 
ent upon Communists than ever should 
have been allowed to happen.” 

Presently adjunct professor of His 
panic Thought in the School of Interna- 
tional Service of American University in 
Washington, D.C., Dr. Mackay inter 
preted the behavior of Castro, and in 
particular his attitude toward the U. S. 
as “an impassioned fanatical reaction 
to a sense of wounded honor.” 

“His passionately sincere, though often 
unwise efforts to solve in Cuba the major 
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social problem of Latin American coun- 
tries, namely, to give food and land, 
health and education to the masses of 
the people,” he observed, “were not sym- 
pathetically regarded by powerful eco- 
nomic interests, both Cuban and Amer- 
ican.” 


As in Mexico 


Charging that these interests “took up 
toward Cuba the same attitude which 
their predecessors had adopted toward 
the Mexican Revolution several decades 
ago,” Dr. Mackay added: 

“The American public and the American 
Government, fearful of any approach to 
revolutionary reform which had the 
slightest semblance of the Communist 
way, became hostile to the new Cuban 
policies. 

“In this crucial period, Castro, during 
a visit to Washington, was not received 
in the State Department, but was visited 
in a hotel room. This unpardonable slight 
mortally wounded his Hispanic sense of 
honor. We know the rest: unhappy ex- 
cesses On his side; ill-advised reprisals 
on ours, culminating in the ill-fated ‘in- 
yasion’ and the present perilous impasse.” 


Relations Committee Has 
Personal Experience 


LAUREL, Mp. (RNS)—Members of the 
Board of Christian Social Relations of 
the Baltimore Conference of the Meth- 
odist Church acquired some first-hand 
experience here with “sit-in” demonstra- 
tions against racial segregation. 

The 18 ministers and lay leaders at- 
tending a meeting of the board at a 
Laurel church sat and patiently waited 
for service for an hour in a restaurant 
here. It was refused because one of the 
delegates, Dr. Flemmie Kittrell, chair- 
man of the department of home econom- 
ics at Howard University, Washington, 
D.C., is a Negro. 

Members of the board had telephoned 
the restaurant to inquire whether a ra- 
cially integrated group would be served 
and an assistant manager told them they 
would be. When they arrived, however, 
the manager told them that it is the or- 
ganization’s policy to refuse service to 
Negroes and no exception would be made. 

The board members remained for the 
period it would normally have taken to 
complete a meal, and donated the amount 
they would have paid for their menu 
selections to the Congress of Racial 
Equality (CORE) for support of the 
“Freedom Riders.”” They then returned 
to their deliberations at the church, hun- 
gry but appreciative of the moral issues 
involved. 

The incident, involving leaders of a 
major Protestant denomination in Mary- 
land, caused considerable comment in the 
press. 

The Washington (D.C.) Post-Times 
Herald said editorially, “It is regrettable 
to see the extent to which this establish- 
ment would go in inflicting public em- 
barrassment and humiliation upon a dis- 


SEPTEMBER 11, 1961 


tinguished educator and churchwoman 
(Dr. Kittrell) merely because of the color 
of her skin.” 

The newspaper praised the church 
leaders for taking a stand against this 
“irritating and senseless discrimination.” 


Montreat Prospects 


Development Program 
Has Major Additions 


In connection with the summer confer- 
ences and the annual meeting of the di- 
rectors of the Mountain Retreat Associa- 
tion, comprehensive development plans 
have been announced for this Montreat, 
N. C., center. 

Jones Y. Pharr, Jr., Charlotte, N. C., 
business man, was elected chairman of 
the Association’s board of directors and 
of the Montreat-Anderson College trus- 
tees, with Thomas M. Belk, also a Char- 
lotte business man, named vice-chair- 
man. In his position Mr. Belk will serve 
as chairman of the executive committee 
of the college. 

An atmosphere of confidence and op- 
timism pervaded Montreat activities dur- 
ing the season, with evidences of increas- 
ing financial support from the church 
and with attendance at the conferences 
at a high level. Notable among those 
showing increased attendance were the 
music and Bible conferences. 

President C. Grier Davis, reporting to 
the trustees, expressed the opinion that 
all financial obligations will be met by 
April, 1963. 

Increasing use is being made of Mon- 
treat as an all-year conference center, 
with 16 meetings scheduled there from 
Sept. 1 to Nov. 19. The only major 
change in next summer’s schedule places 
the series of women’s conferences before 
the music conference, ending by July 19, 
with the music conference scheduled July 
19-25. 

The Board of World Missions has 
purchased Geneva Hall (capacity: 90 
beds) from three other co-owners (As- 
sembly agencies). It will use it for its 
annual institute for the training of new 
missionaries, for missionaries on fur- 
lough, and related purposes. 


College Enrollment Up 


Montreat-Anderson College reports sig- 
nificant progress. Of 23 graduating from 
the junior college this year, 20 took the 
liberal arts course and transferred to 
senior colleges. More than 206 students 
have been accepted for the current term 
compared with 150 enrolled last year. 
College Hall is now used as a men’s 
dormitory. 

In the prospective development plans, 
Ivan Stafford, Association vice-president, 
showed the results of a projection for 
Montreat made by the Western North 
Carolina Development Commission. In 
addition to expanding program features, 


including an arts program, a religious 
drama group, academic offerings at the 
college during the summer, establishment 
of a boys’ camp and major developments 
in recreational facilities, a business cen- 
ter for a post office, grocery store and 
automatic laundry will be completed on 
Texas Road by next summer, with en- 
larged parking facilities between the 
center and the auditorium and shared 
jointly. Plans also include efficiency 
apartments, a three-story motel addition 
to the Assembly Inn, a summer home 
for more than 100 college students who 
work at Montreat, a library for the col- 
lege, a Christian Education building, a 
centrally located social center to house 
a book store and refreshment facility. 
Additions are to be made to Howerton 
Hall, providing more living quarters, and 
a four-story addition is to be made to 
the Assembly Inn for executive and busi- 
ness offices and an assembly room. 


Two Dormitories Needed 


Federal loans are to be sought for two 
new dormitories for the college to house 
200 students. 

Completion of the first phase of the 
development program will depend upon 
the response to a major financial cam- 
paign that is getting underway. 

Residential areas, with new lots being 
opened up, will provide for three types 
of housing: (1) those with facilities for 
year-round living (2) another area for 
houses suitable for occupancy during six 
months of the year, (3) others to be 
built by large churches throughout the 
General Assembly to provide congrega- 
tional centers at Montreat in an area 
that will also provide trailer accommoda- 
tions. 

It is expected that the social center, 
just below Howerton Hall where archery 
targets have been located, will be com- 
pleted for the 1963 season. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Federal loans for dormitories and oth- 
er expansion facilities have been granted 
through the U. S. Housing and Home 
Finance Agency to the following: 
$1,855,000 to Lewis & CiarK College 
(Ore.) for dormitories for 126 men, 125 
women, dining facilities for 360, a col- 
lege union building and a small infir- 
mary; $285,000 to Davis & ELKINs 
College (W. Va.) for a college union 
building and a dining hall seating 510. 

a 

SAN Francisco Theological Seminary 
has been granted a construction permit 
by the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion for a new non-commercial educa- 
tional FM broadcasting station to operate 
in San Anselmo. The station will have a 
power of 110,000 watts. Its signal will 
carry throughout the San Francisco Bay 
area. 
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EDITORIAL 


Louisiana Laws 


Public school teachers in Louisiana 
who are church members may find them- 
selves in extreme difficulty, if the At- 
torney General proceeds along the line 
he has indicated. The Attorney General 
and, back of him, Louisiana lawmakers, 
may have even more trouble than the 
teachers. 














Some days ago the Attorney General 
ordered Louisiana teachers to resign from 
the National Education Association be- 
cause it supports school integration. Con- 
tinued membership of teachers in the as- 
sociation, it was said, violates a state 
law barring teachers from being members 
of or contributing to any group advocat- 
ing integration on pain of dismissal. 

The NEA, after several years of in- 
ternal difficulties, only this past summer 
urged integration and pledged coopera- 
tion in outlawing color bars in public 
education. 

Churches to which most of these teach- 
ers belong, whose endeavors they support 
with their gifts, have long since taken 
the position which the NEA voiced in 
1961. They have condemned racial dis- 
crimination, they have called upon their 
people to lead the way in establishing a 


“non-segregated church in a non-segre- 
gated society,” and they have explicitly 
called for support of the movement to- 
ward non-segregation in the public 
schools. 

Will Louisiana officials attempt to en- 
force the law in the case of the churches 
which they now are attempting to enforce 
in relation to the NEA? Their consis- 
tency or embarrassment will be interest- 
ing to watch. 


Congratulations to Atlanta 


In Atlanta’s calm and orderly move 
toward token integration of the public 
schools we have seen what can be done 
in a community when good leadership 
asserts itself, when civic spokesmen make 
it clear that the rough elements are not 
to dominate, when good newspapers 
measure up to their high responsibilities, 
when public officials and law enforce- 
ment officers handle this problem with 
the same consistency as they would a 
parade—snuffing out possible provocative 
situations rather than closing their eyes 
to or encouraging violence. 





While Atlanta is heartily congratulated, 
let us hope that many other communities 
in the South and their leaders will be 
encouraged and take heart as they plan 
similar courses in their areas. 


IN PASSING 


Editorial Notes 











Evanston to New Delhi is the title of 
a 288-page paperback that contains the 
report of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches, reviewing 
the work of the different WCC divisions, 
departments and commissions since 1954 
and providing in an appendix the state- 
ments and studies issued since that time. 

* * * 

We dare not forget what can happen 
even in educated groups of high culture. 
To help us, The Anatomy of Nazism by 
Earl Raab has been issued by the Anti- 
Defamation League of B’nai B’rith, 515 
Madison Ave., NYC 22—40 page book- 
let for 35¢. It closes with an appropriate 
warning against the current appeal of 
totalitarianism. 

oe 

Presbyterian, U. S., suggestions for the 
“Directory for the Worship and Work of 
the Church” are being invited up to 
Nov. 15 (to Chairman Vernon S. Broyles, 
607 Peachtree St., N. E., Atlanta 8, 
Ga.). The ad interim revision is avail- 
able for 10¢ from Office of the General 
Assembly, 341-E Ponce de Leon Ave., 
N. E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 

= 

National flags in churches? Are they 
appropriate or desirable? asks a former 
missionary to Korea in Monday Morning, 


which is beginning an inquiry. He 
W. Lampe, the missionary, believes they 
are not proper or desirable in the church- 
es. Try this for a basic principle: The 
symbols used in Christian worship 
should be only those that are universal 
or related to the common Christian tra- 
dition. 


PONDERABLES ... 


The requirement of a popular referen- 
dum on the closure [of public schools 
to avoid desegregation] adds nothing to 
the challenged statute. One of the pur- 
poses of the Constitution of the United 
States was to protect minorities from the 
occasional tyranny of majorities. No 
plebiscite can legalize an unjust discrim- 
ination. ... 





This is not the moment in history for 
a state to experiment with ignorance, 
When it does, it must expect close scru- 
tiny of the experiment.—From the U. S. 
Court ruling that Louisiana school-clos- 
ing laws are invalid. 





+ 2 @ 


College probably represents the best 
world you will ever know. It is a place 
where values and ideas are emphasized, 
where people are respected on their 
merits, where you are both protected and 
given freedom. In the world after col- 
lege you and your interests are incidental. 
—JoHN W. Nason, president of the 
Foreign Policy Association, New York, 
in the commencement address at the Col- 
lege of Wooster (Ohio). 

_ - 


I used to believe that the question of 
Northern “meddling” in the South was a 
valid one. But I have come to see that it 
is a false one. For the presumption be- 
hind the question is that ethics is deter- 
mined by geography: what a Christian 
can do to help his fellow man depends 
on where he lives or does not live. On 
these terms there could never have been 
a Christian missionary movement, let 
alone the development of a Christian con- 
science. Segregation is not a Southern 
problem. It is not a Northern problem. It 
is a human problem. And no human be- 
ing can exempt himself from responsi- 
bility concerning it because of the address 
that he happens to sign after his name.— 
RosErRtT MCAFEE Brown in Christianity 
and Crisis. 

= f 


JOHN CALVIN SAID IT... 





It would be more than infamous if we 
pastors who exhort the flock to shed their 
blood as a testimony to Christ are made 
unsteady by any kind of fear. For what 
could be said if we, in order to maintain 
our power and prestige, were to fall away 
from Christ and the gospel >—JoHN CAL- 
vIN, Corpus Reformatorum, 12. 689. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





Henry 
ves they 
- church- 
le: The 
worship 
1niversal 
tian tra- 


referen- 
> schools 
othing to 
the pur- 
e United 
from the 
ties. No 
discrim- 


story for 
snorance, 
ose scru- 
the U. S. 
hool-clos- 


the best 
s a place 
phasized, 
on their 
ected and 
after col- 
ncidental. 
t of the 
ew York, 
t the Col- 


1estion of 
uth was a 
see that it 
iption be- 
; is deter- 
Christian 
1 depends 
live. On 
have been 
ment, let 
stian con- 
Southern 
roblem. It 
1uman be- 
responsi- 
he address 
is name.— 
hristianity 


nous if we 
shed their 
- are made 
For what 
9 maintain 
» fall away 
[OHN CAL- 
. 689. 


OUTLOOK 





Footnote on the Letter of James 


JAMES FOR AMERICANS 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HY DID THE CHURCH keep 

the letter of James in the Bible? 
There are four main kinds of Christians, 
dividing them in accordance with their 
attitude to the Bible. It will usually be 
found that whatever people may say, in 
actual practice, some one part of the 
Bible, for them, has the last word. One 
kind may be called Old Testament Chris- 
tians. They will not accept even a word 
from Jesus if it seems to conflict with 
something in the Old Testament. There 
are the Gospel Christians, who set the 
teachings and example of Jesus at the 
top, as the first and last word. Then there 
are Apocalyptic Christians, or End-of- 
the-World Christians, who are chiefly in- 
terested in those parts of the Bible which 
point to the final catastrophes of man. 
And then there are the Epistle Christians, 
for whom the letters of Saint Paul are the 
last word, the climax of revelation. James 
doesn’t fit anywhere here. It could be 
shown that through the centuries this let- 
ter has been “low-rated.” Luther liked it 
so little that he called it an epistle of 
straw, and if he had been arranging the 
New Testament books he would have pre- 
ferred to put James off in a kind of 
appendix. But the church through the 
ages has hung on to James. 

Which is a good thing for Americans. 
For all races and nations have had their 
special traits, and consequently their spe- 
cial “slants” on Christianity. To this 
very day an East Indian Christian, a 
Wyoming Christian and a Negro Chris- 
tian—ail real Christians—are different 
in their ways of understanding and ex- 
pressing the Christian faith. 


OW AMERICANS in general have 

two traits, and both of them are well 
met by this letter of James. One is called 
“activism.” An American always has to 
be up and doing. Even when he’s sitting 
down he’s not sitting still! (Else why 
so many rocking chairs?) Thomas a 
Kempis’ Imitation of Christ does not ap- 
peal to Americans as strongly as it has 
to Christians of other times and places, 
because it was written by a monk, and 
monks are not well understood or greatly 
admired here. American churches are 
hives of activities, and European observ- 
ers think this is bad. But an American 
can’t see what’s wrong about it. Anyway, 
here is James, preacher of the active life, 
defining religion in terms of behavior, 
not creed; saying that faith without works 
is a mere corpse. James, we feel, is a 
messenger who understands us. 

Again, Americans, just because we are 
made up of so many races and national- 
ities, have another trait: we come in all 
kinds and sizes, we entertain all manner 
of philosophies. In some countries every- 
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body’s mind, so to speak, pushes in one 
direction; but not in America. 

At this point again James “speaks to 
our condition.” When you take a good 
look at this letter, you find it has every- 
thing. There is a balance, an all-inclu- 
siveness, which is appealing to the aver- 
age American. (Incidentally, James helps 
us out by writing in what might be called 
an American style: blunt, vivid and 
plain.) 


AR FROM BEING exclusively in- 

terested in action, he makes a great 
deal of faith, especially the faith that 
expresses itself in prayer. He is constant- 
ly appealing to the minds and good sense 
of his readers, and yet he is a long way 
from thinking that the human mind can 
generate enough wisdom of its own. Early 
in the letter he tells us where wisdom is 
to be found, and how. On the one hand, 
he does not want us to shift the respon- 
sibility for our sins to the devil, much 
less to God; he says plainly that we are 
our own tempters. Yet he believes in the 
devil; and says there is such a thing as 
devilish wisdom. He never talks about 
conversion in ecstatic terms; yet he be- 
lieves in the new birth (1:18). He be- 
lieves the coming of the Lord is at hand; 
yet he gives practical advice which has 
lasted all down the centuries. (By the 
way again, Christians who are convinced 
that 1961 is the last year of time can 
get more light out of James than out of 
Revelation, just because James is no poet 
but says bluntly what he means.) No 
one writing in the New Testament is 
more of a teacher, or thinks along what 
we would call the line of Christian Edu- 


cation, than James does; yet he ends his 
letter with a plea for evangelism. No 
one is stronger in support of the Ten 
Commandments than he is; yet he sees 
them as a “law of liberty.” No one lays 
stronger stress on human effort and strug- 
gle, human self-control; yet he is quite 
plain in teaching that all our tomorrows 
are in the hand of God. 


B pp DOES SPEAK plainly about 
all these things. And yet there is also 
an elusive quality about his thought, 
too. One’s first impression after reading 
the letter is to think, “Well, that’s the 
whole thing in a nutshell. I wish all 
writers on religion could make it as short 
and snappy as he does, and so clear, too!” 
But when one sits down and thinks about 
it, haunting phrases recur to mind... . 
“You covet and cannot obtain; and so you 
fight and wage war. .. . Even the demons 
believe—and shudder. . . . If any one 
makes no mistakes in what he says, he is 
a perfect man. ... The wisdom from 
above is open to reason. . . . You are a 
mist that appears for a little time and 
then vanishes. ... A friend of the world 
makes himself an enemy of God... .” 

These and many other sayings in this 
pointed little book hold the modern read- 
er, as they must have held those in olden 
time, in the presence of the mysteries 
which surround even the most ordinary 
life. 

* * x 

ONE MUST NEVER identify suffering 

with love, nor must one seek suffering. 
One who seeks suffering is not loving, he 
is merely sick. But a person who shrinks 
from suffering when that is the price that 
must be paid is sick too. But, of course, 
there is so much more than suffering in 
love, for it is in loving that we are near- 
est to God; in loving we are almost 
nearly like him.—ALan Paton. 





Editors. 





DR. FOREMAN’S HELP . . . year after year 


Circle Bible Studies 


After earlier attention across several years to Bible studies of Pres- 
byterian, U. S., women in their circle meetings (Ten Commandmerts, 
Bases of Marriage, etc.), Dr. Foreman began his regular ‘’Footnote’’ 
series March 31, 1952 on the Book of Colossians. The specific rela- 
tion to the circle studies has been underemphasized so as not to 
suggest that his page would be of any less value to anyone else. In 
his first on the Colossian series, he wrote: 


“These occasional reflections on Colossians are not intended 
to take the place of more thorough studies, of course, but only to 
serve as footnotes at noteworthy points.’ 


Now, he is beginning the year’s series on the Book of James.— 
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—DOES the above represent the financial= 
security your church helps provide for 
its lay employees when retired? 
. nothing—or maybe participation in 
Social Security? It won’t be enough. Help 
provide for your secretary, clerk, sexton, 
etc. This helps hire—and hold good em- 
ployees, and fulfills a church’s obligation. 


Deposits by employer and employees are 
reasonable. 


PASTOR AND CHURCH OFFICERS 


Be sure your employees are in your 
budget for the plan offered by our 


EMPLOYEES’ 
ANNUITY FUND 


oo (Social Security isn’t enough ) 


Write to 


B o AR, oF 


Presbyterian Church in oleh U.S. 


341-C-Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta, Ga. 
Chas. J. Currie, Executive Secretary 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Congolese Students 
In Southern Colleges 


Seven Congolese students have been 
enrolled in colleges and seminaries 
throughout the South for the current term 
under a scholarship program sponsored 
by the Presbyterian, U. S., Board of 
World Missions. They are as follows: 


PAN AMERICAN (Texas): Benoit Nzep. 
gu, who expects to be a physician. 

AusTIN SEMINARY (Texas): Paul Ke 
beya, professor and director of the pag. 
tors’ school at Bulape. 

LOUISVILLE SEMINARY (Ky.):  Benja- 
min Ngulungu, stated clerk of the Genera] 
Assembly of the Church of the Congo. 

Union SEMINARY (Va,.): Samuel Br 
kasa, representative of two Congo presby- 
teries and former pastor at Ngandanjika, 

PRESBYTERIAN SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN Epv- 
CATION (Va.): Simon Muya, a professor of 
the Bulape pastors’ school and a regional 
Boy Scout leader in the Kasai Province. 

STILLMAN (Ala.): Andre Kumuamba, 

AUSTIN COLLEGE (Texas): Pierre Sham- 
ba, who, like Kumuamba, studied last year 
at Stillman. 





Four other Congolese students under 
the same program will be studying this 
year in Switzerland. 

Also in the same scholarship program 
there will be students from other coun- 
tries: 


AUSTIN COLLEGE (Texas): Hiromi Morio- 


ka, Japan. 
UNIverRsITy oF Texas: Hiroatsu Asada, 
Japan. (Continued, next page.) 





WE REPRESENT EIGHT OF 
THE WORLD'S LARGEST 
MANUFACTURERS OF ALTAR 
APPOINTMENTS AND 
COMMUNION WARE 


National * Sudbury 
International Silver 
Gorham Silver 


Rostand Brass 
Revell-Ware 
Kensington 
St. Louis Silversmiths 
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VS 


CoLUMBIA SEMINARY (Ga.): Shinzo Mi- 
yoshi, Japan; Daniel Garcia, Mexico; An- 


At LovuIsvILLE PRESBYTERIAN Theo- 
logical Seminary (Ky.) construction on 


reduce costs wherever possible through 
revisions with the contractors, the total 








inio lias, Brazil. or Curistian Epu- ine new seminary buildings is now un- cost of the initial project will now be 
cation (Va.): Eliza Prescott, Brazil. derway, although bids on the project $4,250,000. Three married couples apart- 
APPALACHIAN STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE exceeded architects’ estimates by $231,- ment buildings are scheduled for comple- 
ve been = = 5 ne Bren po az, 000. Although architects are seeking to tion by August of next year. 
inari nn.): Dr. H. Y. Yune, Korea, ‘ 
ent a iceman UNIVERSITY HospiraL: Dr. Scholarship heip for 
Donsored Young Hoon Pak, Korea. 
oard of - = 
lows: Gifts to CENTRE College (Ky.) dur- 
it Nzen- ing the past year were approximately 
a. $1,000,000—more than twice the total 
ps Ke giving in any previous year. A capital 
- gifts campaign has brought in $800,000 A liCd lon 
Benja- of this total, with the campaign to be 
> General projected nationwide this fall, moving 
Niel’ Bu | Ward a $7,000,000 objective by 1969, 
o presby- the sesquicentennial year. 
ndanjika, * « ¢ 
tern Garrett W. Thiessen, chairman of the 
regional chemistry department at MoNMoUTH 
ovince. College (Ill.), has been named a fellow 
— of the American Association for the Ad- 
last year vancement of Science. He will begin his 
31st year of teaching at MonMOUTH this 
‘ts under fall. . . . The response of MonMouTH 
ying this alumni in the Loyalty Fund Campaign 
during the past year shows a 150% Jo in- 
program crease over the year before, with the per- 
er coun- centage of alumni giving to the fund ris- 
ing from 16% to 40%. This placed . 
mi Mori | MonmMouTH among the top ten small This year the Presbyterian Church in the United States will 
= he colleges in the nation in alumni partici- again award scholarships totaling $15,000 to worthy stu- 
ext page) | Paton. s «é dents. They are offered on a competitive basis, but the award 


HAMPDEN-SYDNEY College 
beginning its 186th session with an en- 
tollment of 468. . . . Former President 
Joseph E. Robert, has become a member 
of the department of history on the fac- 
ulty of the University of Richmond. 

* * 
On the campus of SOUTHWESTERN at 


(Va.) is 


amounts depend upon the winners’ needs. Students are eli- 
gible for as much as $500 for one year, subject to renewal 
every year that scholastic excellence and need continue. 
Winners without financial need receive an honorary scholar- 
ship without stipend. 


Scholarships may be used in any of our twenty-two Presby- 
terian colleges. 





Memphis construction is underway on 
two new campus buildings—the Halli- 
burton Memorial Tower and tower build- 
ing and the Moore infirmary. The former 
will cost $626,000, the latter $132,000. 


are you eligible? 

Competition for the scholarships is open to high school seniors who 
rank in the top quarter of their class and who are members of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. To learn what to do to 
enter the competition, write at once to: Scholarship Competition, 
Division of Higher Education, Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia. 





DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 


HIGHER EDUCATION 
women. < 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 
BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 


Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 


DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
Secondary Schools. 


KEEP IT BRIGHT 


WESTMINSTER 


A College for Men; Fulton, Missouri 


Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 





Personal interest in the individual 
student. 


Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 


A splendidly trained faculty of Chris- 


R A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service 
tian men and women. 


in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Professions. 


ROBERT L. D. DAVIDSON, President 


A good place for an investment. 


DAVID K. ALLEN, President 
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Ministerial Decision 
Depends on Home, Church 


Datias, TEx. (RNS)—One of the 
strongest factors in a student’s choice 
of the ministry as a career is “the image 
of the ministry” that he receives from his 
home, church and background, according 
to a motivation study conducted at South- 
ern Methodist University here. 

Marvin T. Judy, professor of church 
administration and sociology at SMU’s 
Perkins School of Theology reported on 
the study. With the aid of the univer- 
sity’s Univac computer, Dr. Judy made 
2,809 correlations of 33 motivating fac- 
tors with information about students’ 
backgrounds and data from personality 
inventories. 

Although “the secret call of God or 
inner persuasion . . . played a dominant 
part in the lives of all those who had 
definitely decided to enter the ministry,” 
he said, “‘we learned that the wooings of 
God ave conditioned by the environment 
of the home and the church.” 


Pastor’s Influence 


Other major factors in such decisions 
included the influence of a pastor (81 
per cent), youth organization participa- 
tion (52 per cent), church school at- 
tendance (44 per cent) and church at- 
tendance (43 per cent). 

The study was based on 306 papers 
written by first-year “theologs” on “My 
Call to the Ministry.” The Perkins pro- 
fessor said the group comprised 95 per 
cent Methodists and 46 per cent Texans, 
but emphasized that the study’s signifi- 
cance reaches far beyond the bounds of 
Methodism and the state of Texas. 

“We've conducted similar surveys 
among Anglican theology students in 
Canada and Roman Catholic student 
priests in other parts of the United States 
and we’ve found that this fact is univer- 
sal,” he said. 


Eight Types 


Factor analysis in the SMU study de- 
termined eight types of persons who com- 
monly decide to enter the ministry: young 
men conditioned by the influence of home 
and church; others who suffered a college 
failure but recovered; some who served 
in short-term mission jobs and found they 
liked such responsibilities; older, urban 
dwellers who have tried other vocations 
without finding satisfaction. 

Also young men who have had leader- 
ship roles in church youth organizations; 
procrastinators who heard the call of God 
early but answered it late; doubters who 
eventually overcame their serious reli- 
gious doubts; and rational scholars who 
have good school records and have rea- 
soned their way to a decision through 
consideration of their abilities. 

Findings of the study may help ex- 
plain the long-known but puzzling fact 
that some congregations produce large 
numbers of ministerial candidates while 
others yield few or none. They may also 
serve as a guide for extensive rethinking 
of church recruitment programs. 


Lesson Is Given in 
“How to Write Editors” 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNs) — How to 
write a letter to the editor—and get it 
printed—is the subject of a pamphlet 
published here by the Friends (Quakers) 
Committee on National Legislation.* 


The four-page pamphlet is designed 
for the church member who is concerned 
about the moral issues at stake in gov- 
ernment legislation or foreign policy, and 
wants to make his opinion felt in the 
community at large. It advises that 
“letters-to-the-editor are one of the most 
influential channels by which an active 
citizen can express ideas about timely 
subjects of general concern.” 








*245 Second St., N.E., Washington 2, 
D.C. 





KING 
COLLEGE 


| @ Founded 1867 


A Presbyterian College of the Liberal Arts 
Coeducational e@ 


B.A. degrees. Room, board and tuition $1,247 for 
men, $1,297 for women. Catalog and brochure. 


R. T. L. LISTON, PRES., BOX P, BRISTOL, TENN. 


Fully Accredited 














EPISTLE OF JAMES—= tr: 


Presented in Teaching-Lectures 
By DR. MANFORD GEORGE GUTZKE 


Professor of Biblical Exposition 
Columbia Theological Seminary 


SET OF 12 LESSONS ON TAPE. . . . $9.00 


Order from: Bible for You, Inc., 
P.O. Box 4031, Decatur, Ga. 
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The pamphlet contains practical advice 
on how to write a letter that will catch 
the editor’s eye and win a place on his 
editorial page. It starts with the ad- 
monition that it is a good idea to type 
the letter and double-space the lines, 
using only one side of the page, so the 
editor doesn’t have to have it copied 
before sending it out to the composing 
room. 

It also recommends that the citizen 
deal with only one topic in a single letter 
and confine himself to short words, short 
sentences, and short paragraphs. 

Warning the writer to express himself 
“clearly and concisely,” it advises that 
most editors will not allocate space to a 
letter that is more than 200 or 300 words 
long. 

“Avoid violent language,” the Quaker 
group admonishes, adding that “calm, 
constructive presentation of your thought 
is more persuasive than ranting.” 

“If you write to criticize, begin with 
a word of appreciation,” the Quakers 
suggest. “Don’t be merely critical and 
end your letter with some constructive 
suggestion.” 

Letters can be sent to editors of news- 
papers in other cities, particularly metro- 
politan newspapers that circulate in the 
writer’s area, the pamphlet points out, 
but original copies should be sent—never 
carbon copies. 

“Don’t be discouraged if your letter 
is not printed,” the Friends’ committee 
further advises. “It reached the editor 
and that is worth something. He has had 
the benefit of your thinking. He may 
have had too many letters on the same 
subject to publish them all.” 

“Try again,” the Quakers urge. “If 
only one letter in ten is published, you 
have reached an audience large enough 
to justify your effort.” 

* * * 


At Davipson College (N.C.) the new 
John R. Cunningham Music and Fine 
Arts Building is being used for the first 
time, with its dedication scheduled for 
Oct. 23. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (minl- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%, 12 insertions, 20%. 











HELP WANTED 





YOUNG LAYMAN WANTED TO ASSIST 

PASTOR CITY CHURCH. Church ad- 
ministration, general pastoral duties, as- 
sist church program. Excellent opportu- 
nity for qualified man. Give age, educa- 
tion, business and church experience. Re- 
ply to Box F-38, c/o Outlook. 


FRESH PECAN HALVES 


South’s Oldest Shipper 
Organizations Make Money Selling Our 
Pound Bags JUMBO HALVES and 
PIECES. Season Starts First Week of 
November. We Prepay Shipments. You 
Pay Us when Sold. Write for Details. 


SULLIVAN PECAN CO. Crestview, Fla. 
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Gaius, A Christian Layman 


A dialogue prepared by ERNEST T. THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for September 24, 1961 
Ill John 


There are many ways in which we can 
gain insight into human character— 
through a man’s words and his deeds, of 
course; his house, his hobbies, his friends 
and his enemies, the letters that he writes, 
and also the letters he receives, for here 
we see him through the eyes of another. 
It is from this latter source that we 
derive all of our knowledge of a Chris- 
tian layman named Gaius who lived to- 
ward the end of the first century A.D. 


I imagine that most students of the 
Bible do not recall that there was a lay- 
man named Gaius. 

Very likely that is true. Actually there 
are four men named Gaius mentioned in 
the New Testament. The first is Gaius 
of Corinth, in whose house Paul was stay- 
ing when he wrote his letter to the Ro- 
mans, and a man incidentally he had 
baptized (1 Cor. 1:14). Second, there 
is Gaius of Macedonia, who was Paul’s 
traveling companion at the time of the 
uproar at Ephesus and was seized by the 
mob (Acts 19:29). Third, there is Gaius 
of Derbe, who with Timothy and others 
left Greece before Paul and waited for 
him at Troas (Acts 20:4-5). Finally 
there is the Gaius with whom we are now 
concerned. 

Well, who was this Gaius? 

Apparently he was a man of consid- 
erable wealth, prominent in the church to 
which he belonged, faithful to his Chris- 
tian profession, famed for his hospitality, 
especially to the Christian evangelists 
who were constantly traveling through the 
Empire, and a man who was greatly be- 
loved by the Apostle John, at a time 
when all the other apostles had gone to 
their reward. 

You say we know him only through a 
letter ? 

Yes; a letter written by John, in his 
old age; a letter which we speak of as 
the third epistle of John. It is a very 
short letter, just fourteen verses, a letter 
which we could read in not more than 
two minutes, I suppose. 

What led John to write to Gaius? 

Before we answer that question let us 
note the opening salutation. “The elder 
(that is, John),” it reads, “to the be- 
loved Gaius, whom I love in the truth.” 

What does he mean by that last clause 
—“whom I love in the truth” ? 

He means that Gaius is greatly be- 
loved, because of his devotion to the truth 
as revealed in Jesus Christ. If you will 
Note, this salutation is followed by a 
prayer—which, we might observe, was 
the ordinary custom at the time. Read 
it, please, if you don’t mind. 
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“Beloved, I pray that all may go well 
with you and that you may be in health; 
I know that it is well with your soul.” 

You may not realize it, but this prayer 
is unique; it is the only prayer in the 
New Testament in which a request is 
made for temporal blessings and also for 
physical health. Notice that John says, 
“T pray that all may go well with you.” 
This opening “all” is all-inclusive. It 
embraces financial affairs, professional 
success, home, friends, recreation, and 
everything else that promote our well- 
being here on earth. Having offered this 
petition, John adds, “and that you may 
be in health.” Physical health is singled 
out for special mention, I suppose, be- 
cause it is the chief element in all earthly 
prosperity, or more likely because Gaius 
had been unwell. 


I am interested in your remark that 
this is the only prayer in the New Testa- 
ment where a request is made both for 
temporal blessings and also for physical 
health. What significance do you attach 
to that fact? 

Two things, I think. First, that we do 
have a right to pray for material bless- 
ings. That is also suggested, you may 
recall, by the fourth petition in the Lord’s 
Prayer—‘Give us this day our daily 
bread.” And second, that the Bible does 
not begin to put the stress on material 
things that we do; it puts the emphasis 
on spiritual blessings. And that is true 
even in this very unusual prayer. John 
says, “I pray that all may go well with 
you, as I know it is well with your soul.” 
In other words, he prays for the material 
welfare of Gaius rather than for his 
spiritual well-being, because he knows 
that the latter is unnecessary. “I know,” 
he says, “it is well with your soul.” It 
seems to be suggested that John could 
hardly pray for his material prosperity 
if it was not well with his soul. 

It speaks well for Gaius that John 
could have such absolute confidence in 
his spiritual well-being. 

It does indeed; but I will have to ad- 
mit that John had something more than 
that to go on. “I know that your soul is 
in prosperous condition,” he writes, and 
then adds, “for I have it on good au- 
thority. Brethren have come and they 
have all testified to the truth of your life, 
as indeed you do follow the truth.” 

That last clause is not altogether clear. 

John means that his friends testify to 
the fact that Gaius is showing his accept- 
ance of Christian truth by his Christian 
life; he is manifesting his faith by his 
life. 


But what does John mean by following 
the truth? 

It means to live by the truth, or at 
least to seek to live in accordance with 
the truth, in this case the truth that has 
come to him through Jesus Christ. Noth- 
ing John adds brings him greater joy 
than to hear that his children— 


Who is John speaking of here? 

When John speaks of his children he 
is referring to his converts to the gospel, 
or more likely to those who are under 
his pastoral care, or for whom he feels 
some pastoral responsibility. John, you 
recall, was now an old man; and the 
term conveys something of the love and 
the concern that John, and, we might say, 
every true pastor, feels toward those to 
whom he is privileged to minister. Noth- 
ing, John says, brings him greater joy 
than to hear that his children are seeking 
to live in accordance with the truth. 


We still do not know exactly why John 
wrote to Gaius. 

The answer comes out in the next para- 
graph. Read here, if you will, vss. 5-8. 


“Beloved, it is a loyal thing you do 
when you render any service to the breth- 
ren, especially to strangers, who have tes- 
tified to your love before the church. You 
will do well to send them on their jour- 
ney as befits God’s service. For they have 
set out for his sake and have accepted 
nothing from the heathen. So we ought 
to support such men, that we may be 
fellow workers in the truth.” Apparently 
John wants to congratulate Gaius for his 
hospitality and to urge him to keep it up. 

That is correct. Gaius has extended 
hospitality to missionaries sent out from 
Ephesus, the church which John is now 
serving. This hospitality was the more 
praiseworthy in that Gaius had enter- 
tained men who were personally unknown 
to him. Now it seems that these same 
missionaries are returning to Gaius and 
John requests that Gaius shall not only 
entertain them but also aid them in their 
further journey by gifts and money, and 
that too in the most liberal manner; as 
John says, “as befits God’s service.” 


But why does John expect Gaius to be 
so generous to these traveling servants 
of the church? 

He suggests three reasons. You will 
do well to send them on their journey, 
first, he says, because they set out “for 
his sake.” 

For whose sake? 

No name is mentioned, but there can 
be no doubt as to who is intended. It 
was for the sake of Jesus who loved them 
and gave himself for them. These men 
were not traveling for the sake of their 
health or to see the world. They were 
enduring great hardship for Christ’s sake. 
The second reason is that these mission- 
aries refused to accept any money from 
the pagans whom they sought to win, in 
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order that no one of them might be led 
to suspect their motives. There is also a 
third reason which John advances, which 
applies not to this particular case alone 
but to all Christians in every age. We 
ought to support such men, he says, that 
we may be fellow-workers in the truth. 
By extending sympathy and support to 
the ministers and messengers and mis- 
sionaries of Christ we are sharing in their 
work of making known the truth of 
Christ. 

This passage, I take it, throws light 
on the way in which the church con- 
tinued to grow after the original follow- 
ers of Jesus began to pass off the scene. 

Yes; in a time when there were no 
Boards of World Missions or of Home 
Missions—and when the church had no 
organized work of any sort. 

Does it have meaning for us today? 

I am sure that all of us will agree that 
it does. We no longer open our homes 
as we once did to ministers traveling in 
the work of the church. Times have 
changed, and there is not the same need. 
But there are other ways to encourage 
those who carry on the work of the 
church. And when we drop our offering 
in the collection plate on Sunday we are 
making it possible for the church to send 
missionaries and to build churches at 
home and abroad. The church lags today 
for lack of funds. There is still need for 
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men to give generously that, like Gaius, 
they may be fellow-workers in the truth. 


Did John write for the sole purpose of 
encouraging Gaius to be generous in his 
aid? 

No; there was one purpose he had in 
mind. Suppose you read vss. 9-10, this 
time from the New English Bible. Re- 
member this is John writing: 

“T sent a letter to the congregation, but 
Diotrephes, their would-be leader, will 
have nothing to do with us. If I come, I 
will bring up the things he is doing. He 
lays baseless and spiteful charges against 
us; not satisfied with that, he refuses to 
receive our friends, and he interferes with 
those who would do so, and tries to 
expel them from the congregation.” Who 
is this Diotrephes that John refers to 
here? 

We know nothing more about him 
than is told us here in this letter. But he 
stands out before us very clearly as a 
would-be leader, or as the rsv translates 
the phrase, as a man “who likes to put 
himself first.”” We find men like this in 
every walk of life—in business, in poli- 
tics and also in the church. Sometimes 
this man is a woman, and then matters 
may be no better but worse. 

Well, just what was the trouble in this 
case? 

In this particular instance Diotrephes’ 
determination to have the chief place 
had led him to show flagrant disrespect 
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toward the Apostle John and to create 
an actual schism in the church. 

To begin with, John had written a 
brief letter to the church of which Diot- 
rephes was a member; but the letter had 
been suppressed by him; or at least its 
authority had been denied and its counsel 
neglected. This was, in effect, a rejection 
of the apostle. 

Diotrephes had gone even further and 
made an open attack on the apostle, lay- 
ing baseless and spiteful charges against 
him. He went further still. He shut the 
doors of the church against the represen- 
tatives of the Apostle, the messengers of 
Christ and the church. His influence in 
the church was so great that those who 
opposed his policy and would have re- 
ceived John’s messengers were themselves 
ex-communicated and put out of the 
church. 

Well, what does John propose to do 
about the matter? 


He states that he is prepared to bring 
the whole matter personally before the 
congregation, if he is able to come. Mean- 
while he is sending a personal representa- 
tive, a man named Demetrius, whom 
Gaius is asked to entertain. 

This series of lessons we have been 
following recently on New Testament 
personalities makes it clear that there 
were all kinds of people in the church 
in New Testament days just as there are 
today. 

Yes; men like Timothy and Titus, and 
Gaius; and also men like Diotrephes, 
who spew out baseless and_ spiteful 
charges against leaders of their own and 
other churches; and who persuade some 
otherwise good and simple people to fol- 
low them as their self appointed leader. 
There are some individuals, some reli- 
gious journals, and some religious pro- 
grams on the air that live off this sort 
of leadership — baseless and spiteful 
charges—innuendo—suggestions that cer- 
tain trusted men are following the com- 
munist line, and the like. 

Is there anything we can do about this 
sort of poisonous propaganda? 

That is a good question; but we do 
not have time to discuss it now. Maybe it 
will be one of the questions that is dis- 
cussed in your Bible class next Sunday. 
But we might note what John says to 
Gaius in this connection. He says—this 
in vs. 11: “Beloved, do not imitate evil 
but imitate good. He who does good is 
of God; he who does evil has not seen 
God.” In other words orthodoxy is 
proved not only by one’s profession but 
also by one’s daily walk and conversa- 
tion, including one’s attitude toward his 
fellow-believers. A man who spreads 
baseless and spiteful charges against the 
leaders of the church is doing evil. And, 
says John, “He who does good is of 
God; he who does evil has not seen God.” 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. 
ture quotations from Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


Current book club selections: 

PASTORAL PsycHoLocy (Sept.)—The 
Minister and the Care of Souls. Daniel 
Day Williams. Harper & Bros., New 
York. 

PuLpir (Sept.)—John Wesley, Friend 
of People. Oscar Sherwin. Twayne Pub- 
lishers, New York. 

RELIGIous (Sept.) — The Company 
of the Committed. Elton Trueblood. 
Harper & Bros., New York. To Be a 
Man. Robert Spike. Association Press, 
New York. 
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FAMILIES IN THE CHURCH: A PROT- 
ESTANT SURVEY. By Roy W. Fairchild and 
John Charles Wynn. The Association Press, 
New York. xii, 302 pp. $5.75. 

The two authors of this useful book 
worked together as directors of the re- 
sarch project on church and family, 
conducted by the Board of Christian Ed- 
uation of the former Presbyterian 
Church, USA. This research was done 
carefully, with the assistance of profes- 
sional social science researchers, and it 
constitutes the most accurate survey yet 
made of the relationships of church fam- 
ilies to the church. The gist of the find- 
ings are in this book, along with some 
fascinating quotations from the depth 
interviews. The authors give their mature 
reflections on the findings. The first part, 
the Protestant heritage and the changing 
family, is an excellent summary of cur- 
rent knowledge in these areas. The sec- 
ond and longer part, Family and 
Church: the Contemporary Picture, sets 
forth the findings. Chapters: Protestant 
Parents Speak to the Church, Protestant 
Parents and Their Faith, The Church’s 
Ministry to Families, and a valuable 
postscript. Eight appendices explain as- 
pects of the study. 

Occasionally the authors seem to ac- 
cept as valid some rather dubious state- 
ments of persons made in the survey, 
particularly in the depth interview 
groups. In general, they evaluate wisely. 
The findings tell us much we already 
knew: that middle class American fam- 
ilies tend to idolize their families and 
particularly their children; that Ameri- 
tanism is often confused with Christi- 
anity; that most parents feel woefully 
inadequate to teach their children the 
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Christian faith; that the majority just 
will not bother with home study books 
and magazines; that we shall probably 
have to depend upon the church for most 
of the more formal teaching; and that 
we can and should depend upon the fam- 
ilies for the less formal but equally es- 
sential Christian nurture. Even here a 
more vital adult program is essential if 


church families are to be truly Christian 
families. 

Every Presbyterian minister ought to 
buy and study this book. You may not 
always agree, but you will be challenged. 
Many laymen would appreciate this 
book. 

Harry G. GooDYKOONTz. 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary. 
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Not Like Ordinary Men. (Study of 1 Co- 
rinthians). Laurence F. Kinney. John 
Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 60¢, paper. 

Presbyterian Woman’s Workbook, 1961- 
2. Monthly Bible Study—‘Religion That 
Is Genuine.” Henrietta T. Wilkinson. 
Board of Women’s Work, Atlanta, Ga. 30¢, 
paper. 

Ethics and the Gospel. 
ner’s Sons, N. Y. $2.75. 

Sons of the South. Clayton Rand. Holt, 
Rinehart & Winston, Inc., N. Y. $7.50. 


Charles Scrib- 


L. Me- 
$2.95, 


The Quiet Crusaders. Henry 
Corkle. Friendship Press, N. Y. 
cloth. $1.95, paper. 

The Faith of the Christian Church (Re- 
vised). Gustaf Aulen. Muhlenburg Press, 
Philadelphia, Pa. $6.95. 

Commentary on Galatians. 
Bring. Muhlenberg Press, 
Pa. $4.50. 

The Spirit 
McAfee Brown. 
N. Y. $4.50. 
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ONE GREAT GROUND OF HOPE 


By Henry P. Van Dusen. The inspiring, 150-year story of two great, * 
related movements — The Christian World Mission, and the Movement 
for Christian Unity — with a detailed plan to integrate the World Council 
of Churches and the International Missionary Council. $3.95 


DIVORCE, THE CHU 


By JAMEs G. EMERson, Jr. Wh 
tion leaders were “more mod 
ing remarriage after divorce 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW TESTAMENT 


By Epwarp W. BAuMAN. The background, contents, and interpre- 


tation pro 


blems of each book of the New Testament are explained 


, - 1 
by a minister and teacher who has conducted popular colleges 0 


television courses on the Bible. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

Wentz J. Miller from Martinsville, Va., 
to 520 Hannibal St., Lynnhaven, Va. 

Frank A. Elliott from Wilmington, N. 
C., to Poplar & Congress Sts., Lincoln- 
ton, N. C. 

Theron S. Nease of Madill, Okla., will 
study at Union Seminary, New York, 
during the coming year. 

Charlies L. King from Houston, Texas, 
to Austin Presbyterian Theological Sem- 
inary, 100 W. 27th St., Austin, Texas, 
where he will be teaching this year. 

Sterling J. Edwards, Jr., who has been 
serving the First church, Augusta, Ga., 
has been appointed by the Department of 
Health, Education & Welfare as chap- 
lain-intern. He will be associated with 
the clinical pastoral training program at 
St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, Washington, 
D. C. Address: 309 Cameron Rd., Al- 
exandria, Va. 

Ross B. Kirven from Durham, N. C., 
to assistant minister of Christian Edu- 
cation, First church, 9 Wynona-Hillcrest, 
Fort Smith, Ark. 

B. Blake Breitenhirt, Jr., of Dahlonega, 
Ga., is serving as temporary supply of 
Central church, Athens, Ga. 

John H. Butterworth, 3d, from Searcy, 
Ark., to the First church, Citronelle, 
Ala. 

Gene B. Ethridge from State College, 
Miss., to minister to Memphis students, 
3729 Southern Ave., Memphis 11, Tenn. 

Robert C. Gay, Winston-Salem, N. C., 
has been given permission to demit the 
ministry. 








Floyd E. Hamilton, retired, from Troy, 
Ala., to Revere, Mass. 

W. C. McLauchlin, retired missionary 
to Japan, is now serving the Eastminster 
church, Chipley Ave. and Coliseum Dr., 
Charlotte 5, N. C. 

James M. McLean, retired, from Kil- 


gore, Texas, 
ville, Texas. 

Archie G. McKee, formerly of Lenoir, 
N. C., has become pastor of the Hyde 
Park church, Tampa, Fla. 

Neil M. McMillan from Mullins, S. C., 
to the Graham church, 712 Tazewell Ave., 
Bluefield, Va. 

James W. McNutt from Junction City, 
Ark., to 323 Cooper St., Paris, Mo. 

James C. McPherson from Greenwood, 
S. C., to the Liberty, S. C., church, Box 
326. 

Oren Moore, Front Royal, Va., will 
become pastor of the Westover Hills 
church, Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 15. 

Roy R. Myers, Jr., from West Point, 
Miss., to U. S. Army Chaplain’s School, 
Fort Slocum, N. Y. 

Charles E. Parker, formerly of the 
A.M.E. Church, Washington, D. C., now 
serves the Woodville and Eastminster 
churches, 1807 N. 20th St., Richmond 23, 
Va. 

Robert L. Stevens from Lithonia, Ga., 
to 202 Candler Rd., S. E., Atlanta 17, 
Ga. 

Roy E. Watkins, Jr., from Darien, Ga., 
to the Belton, S. C., church, Box 5. 

H. Herbert Whidby from Quanah, Tex- 
as, to the South Highland church, 493 
Cooley Rd., La Grange, Ga. 

James B. Brown, who studied last year 
in Germany, will be enrolled this year 
at Princeton Seminary. 

Gavin L. Douglas from Odessa, Fla., to 
c/o Douglas Hardware, Dunedin, Fla. 
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to 2613 Powell St., Gates- 


H. Kerr Taylor, formerly of Richmond, 
Va., is now making his home at 150 Old 
Ivy Rd., N. E., Atlanta 5, Ga. 

Edward R. Rowley, Jr., from Daytona 
Beach, Fla., to the Conway church, 3026 
Carmia Dr., Orlando, Fla. 

E. C. Scott, who has been supplying 
the pulpit of the First cl urch, Selma, 
Ala., will take up similar duties at the 
Brownson Memorial church, Southern 
Pines, N. C., Oct. 1. 

Gerald H. Slusser, who studied last 
yea. in Scotland, will be at Hartford 
Seminary, 55 Elizabeth St., Hartford 5, 
Conn, this year. 


United Presbyterian, USA 

Ausbon P. Kidwell from Eldora, Iowa, 
to 1803 17th Ave., Central City, Nebr. 

John N. Macintosh from Buhl, Ida. to 
218 W. Rensselaer, Bucyrus, Ohio. 

James P. Lytle from Baxter, Pa., to 
1111 E. Detroit St., Monmouth, Ill. 

Clarence C. Richardson, Chicago, IIl., 
pastor, has joined the fund raising staff 
of the Board of National Missions, with 
offices in Chicago. 

Robert E. Sanders, who has been as- 
sistant to the president of Princeton 
Seminary since 1957, has become eastern 
area director for the UPUSA Division of 
Radio and Television, New York. 

John E. Simpson, director of church 
relations at Monmouth College, has be- 
come director of the United Capital 
Funds Program for the Synod of Illinois. 
More than $1,250,000 has already been 
subscribed in this program. 

William L. Miller from Santa Barbara, 
Calif., to 215 Livingston, New Haven, 
Conn. 


DEATHS 

John Quincy Wallace, 85, who had 
made his home in Franklin, N. C., fol- 
lowing his retirement in Lockhart, S. C., 
after 20 years in that church, died after 
an extended illness Aug. 15. He had been 
pastor of the Franklin church before 
going to Lockhart. 

Laughlin A. McLaurin, 90, died July 
25 in High Point, N. C. Most of his 
ministry was spent in North Carolina, 
with long pastorates in Rowland and 
Robbins. 

Oscar H. Welborn, 49, minister of the 
Stanley, N. C., church, died Aug. 2. His 
body was found in a Statesville, N. C., 
cemetery near the grave of his father 
who died in 1950. A note was left re- 
questing that no funeral service be held. 
He was earlier pastor in Mize, Miss. 

Parks W. Wilson, who would have 
been 63 Sept. 2, died in Baton Rouge, La., 
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A four-year coeducational college of 
liberal arts and sciences on a beautiful 
campus within sight of the Great 
Smokies. Fully accredited, moderate 
cost, with substantial reduction pos- 
sible under nationally-known Student 
Help Program. Related to the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 

Majors in Fine Arts, Humanities, 





Aug. 29 of a heart attack. He had bee 
pastor of the University church sir 
1947, serving earlier, 1931-47, in Harrison. 
burg, Va. Following his ordination he 
never missed attending a meeting of the 
General Assembly. 


MISSIONARIES RETURNING 

Charles Sthreshley from Richmond, 
Va., to Box 117, Luluabourg, Republic of 
Congo, Kasai, Africa. 

W. B. Moseley from Fort Pierce, Ma, 
to Caixa Postal 629, Fortaleza, Ceara, 
Brazil, S. A. 


MARRIED 

Homer 'T. Cornish and Alice V. Stick 
ley, both of Front Royal, Va., were mar- 
ried Sept. 3 in the Front Royal church, 

David Nelson Roth, assistant, Madison 
Avenue church, New York, and Amy 
Weston, were married in Florence, §. C,, 
Aug. 25. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 

Mrs. David D. Baker, formerly editor 
of “The Church Woman,” has become 
associate general director of United 
Church Women. 

Hugh D. Farley, an international re- 
habilitation and relief expert, has be 
come the new executive director of 
Church World Service, relief agency of 
the NCC. 

John H. Wagner, Jr., Chicago, IIl., and 
a Lutheran, has become executive direc- 
tor of the Department of the Urban 
Church of the NCC and editor of “The 
City Church.” 


CHRISTIAN ATHLETES 

Richard Armstrong of the Oak Lane 
church, Philadelphia, Pa., has _ been 
elected treasurer of the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes for the coming year. 


IN KYODAN 

Mrs. Charles A. Logan, John M. Rea 
gan, Jr., and Woodward D. Morriss, Jr, 
Presbyterian, U. S., missionaries to Ja 
pan, have become cooperating mission- 
aries with the Church of Christ in Japan, 
called the Kyodan. 


TRAVEL 

E. Stanley Smathers, Richmond, Va. 
is visiting mission fields in the Philip- 
pines, Japan, Korea and Formosa in con- 
nection with a trip to the Far East, re 
turning in mid-September. 


MISSIONARY FURLOUGHS 

CENTRAL Brazit: Dr. & Mrs. Jack W. 
Brown, 8312 32nd Ave., N. W., Seattle 7, 
Wash. 


Fine Arts Center 


MARYVILLE COLLEGE, Founded 1819 


One of America’s Better Small Colleges 


Education, Business Administration, 
Sciences, Pre-professional training for 
law, medicine, ministry, etc. 

Students from 35 states and several 
foreign countries in student body of 
about eight hundred. Intercollegiate 
athletics for all. Conveniently located, 
served by five major airlines. 


Address: President Ralph W. Lloyd 
Box C, Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee 
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